[The distribution of nerve endings in the human cervical nerve roots].
To find out the distribution of nerve endings in the dural sheath of cervical nerve roots and to study the mechanism of cervical radicular pain. 2069 20 microm serial sections were made from 39 cervical root-dorsal root ganglion specimens obtained from 18 postmortems. By using optical microscope and Suzuki silver impregnation method and Klüver-Brrera method, we examined the morphology, quantity and distribution of the nerve ending in the nerve sheath of the root, dorsal root ganglion (DRG) and the spinal nerve of these sections. There were several kinds of nerve endings such as free nerve endings in the nerve sheath of the root, the dorsal root ganglion, and the spinal nerve. Free nerve endings were distributed in the proximal and distal portions of DRG sheath more extensive than that in other parts of the dural root-sheaths. The free nerve endings in the dural root-sheaths especially those in the DRG sheath are thought to play an important role in cervical radicular pain.